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This monograph covers the recent major advances in various areas of set theory.  From the

reviews: "One of the classical textbooks and reference books in set theory....The present â€˜Third

Millenniumâ€™ edition...is a whole new book. In three parts the author offers us what in his view

every young set theorist should learn and master....This well-written book promises to influence the

next generation of set theorists, much as its predecessor has done." --MATHEMATICAL REVIEWS
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In 1979, I was a first-year graduate student in mathematics. One summer day, I was looking in the

math section of Stanford bookstore and saw this thick green volume with the simple title Set Theory

(by Thomas Jech). I couldn't help pulling the tome off the shelf. I flipped through the pages in awe.

This book had everything about mathematics that I had always wanted to know.After about an hour,

I reluctantly looked at the price and it was just too much; I had to put it back on the shelf. But for the

next month, that book was all I could think about. I finally went back and bought it.Two years later

after hooking up with my adviser and embarking on research in set theory, I started working through

Jech's book starting on page 1. It took me 2 years to work through the entire book, and for much of

that time I had the opportunity to present what I was learning in seminars.That book is a real

treasure. I don't think I've spent as much time poring over any other book. I think the presentation of

material is fantastic and the coverage is thorough (or it was at the time I studied it--probably his



recently updated work also has this attribute).I would recommend this book (or rather the most

recent edition of it) to any serious graduate student specializing in set theory.Two areas where I

needed supplementary study were in his approaches to the constructible universe and to forcing.

These are important areas, and Jech does a fine job in his approach, but certain approaches other

than his have become more of a standard, and any serious researcher will have to become familiar

with these standards. Jech uses Boolean algebras (primarily) in his development of forcing (and his

development is excellent) whereas by now, the usual approach is with partial orders.
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